
WAC 220-77-09500A  
Interim ballast water discharge standard approval process. 
 
Notwithstanding the provisions of WAC 220-77-095: [All provisions are listed in this 
document] 
 
(1) The Washington state interim ballast water discharge standard is inactivation or 
removal of ninety-five percent of zooplankton organisms and ninety-nine percent of 
phytoplankton and bacteria organisms. 
 
(2) Vessels subject to chapter 77.120 RCW that have not adequately exchanged their 
ballast water must treat their ballast to meet or exceed the state discharge standards prior 
to discharging ballast water into Washington waters. 
 
(3) An interim approval process shall be used to provide approval for ballast water 
treatment technologies that are determined to meet, or have the potential to meet, the 
Washington state interim ballast water discharge standard. Only ballast water treatment 
technologies that are approved through this process may be used on specified vessels to 
discharge treated ballast water into Washington waters. 

(a) Approval for use of a technology in waters of the state must meet one or more 
of the following criteria: 

(i) The technology was previously approved by the department for use in 
waters of the state for the term as specified in their approval letter; 
(ii) The technology is approved by the U.S. Coast Guard for use in 
national waters; 
(iii) The vessel is enrolled in the U.S. Coast Guard STEP program; 
(iv) The technology is approved by the state of California for use in their 
state waters; 
(v) The technology is approved by the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) and authorized by the U.S. State Department and U.S. 
Coast Guard for use in national waters; or 
(vi) The vessel is enrolled in the IMO approval process and is authorized 
by the U.S. State Department and U.S. Coast Guard for use in national 
waters. 

(b) Technologies using chemicals or that produce chemical by-products upon 
discharge will be evaluated by the department of ecology for meeting state water 
quality standards before acceptance. 
(c) Technologies may be approved for use on specific vessels in state waters for 
up to five years. 
(d) The director or the director's designee will accept applications for approval at 
any time. The applicant is to be notified of the department's receipt of the 
application package within ten working days. If the application package is 
incomplete, the application will be returned to the applicant with an explanation 
of the deficiencies or, if the deficiencies are minimal, held for thirty days to allow 
the applicant to correct the deficiencies. Formal reviews of supporting records and 



water quality data will be completed within forty-five days of receipt of the 
complete application package. 
(e) The director, or the director's designee, shall make one of the following 
determinations: 

(i) Approval - The ballast water treatment technology is approved for use 
in Washington state; or 
(ii) Deny approval - The ballast water treatment technology is not 
approved for use in Washington state. 

(f) Criteria for review. Applications for interim approval of a ballast water 
treatment system shall be evaluated on the completeness of the following: 

(i) Documentation verification that the technology and vessel(s) meet one 
of the criteria noted in (a) of this subsection; 
(ii) Documentation verifying that the residual concentrations of any 
primary treatment chemicals or chemicals that occur as by-products of the 
treatment meet all applicable regulatory requirements; and 
(iii) Documentation describing the technical, operational, and installation 
characteristics of the system. 

(g) Conditions of approval: 
(i) Approval of a technology shall be withdrawn if the technology or 
vessel is no longer enrolled in the U.S. Coast Guard STEP or IMO 
approval process, is no longer approved for use in California waters, or 
has not been approved for use by the U.S. Coast Guard in national waters 
or by the IMO in international waters; 
(ii) Systems approved under the interim process will be subject to all 
subsequent standards and regulations upon the expiration of the interim 
approval period; 
(iii) Vessels or technologies receiving interim approval shall be subject to 
inspections by the department or the department's designated 
representative to verify adherence with the terms of this interim approval 
agreement and the operation of the treatment systems; and 
(iv) Nothing in these rules, ballast water legislation, or laws authorizes the 
discharge of other pollutants or assures that the technology is safe to 
operate or that it meets other state, federal, and international laws 
governing business, marine applications, or other elements. 


